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Taking Flight: Application Form

[bookmark: _Hlk208828522][bookmark: _Hlk208828937]Please read the information about the Taking Flight programme provided on our website and the Scottish Seabird Conservation Action Plan before completing this application form.   

[bookmark: _Hlk208830328]To apply, please submit your completed Application Form and Project Budget template by midday on Friday 7th November 2025. You can do this by emailing both documents to grants@smeef.scot. 

[bookmark: _Hlk208830355]If you need help using this form or have any other questions about applying to Taking Flight, please contact a member of the SMEEF team at grants@smeef.scot as soon as possible.  

Section A - About you
1. Your details 
This should be the organisation that is applying for the grant and who will manage the project.

	Organisation
	

	Address 
	

	Website
	

	Type of organisation (e.g. registered charity)
	

	Charity or company no. (if applicable)
	

	Application contact 
	

	Job title
	

	Phone number(s)
	

	Email
	



2. Are you applying on behalf of a partnership? 
If yes, please confirm the lead partner and list the other members. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk206667225]




Section B: About your project
3. Project title 

	




4. Project dates
Please note that the start date is dependent on you receiving and accepting a formal offer.  

	Start date
	
	End date

	



5. How much are you requesting from SMEEF?
Please ensure that you have read our guidance on the grant sizes being offered through Taking Flight before completing this question. 

	£
	




6. Project summary 
Provide a brief summary of the project describing the main activities and benefits to people and nature. Max. 100 words.

	





7. Taking Flight will fund projects which support the delivery of the Scottish Seabirds Conservation Action Plan. Please select the objectives that your project will seek to address. 
Check all that apply. 

☐ Ensuring plentiful food supplies
☐ Restoring and improving seabird habitats
☐ Maximising resilience and survival
☐ Building the evidence
☐ Celebrating Scotland’s seabirds
☐ Making a global contribution

8. SMEEF’s funding contributes to the delivery of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. Please select which of the outcomes set out in the strategy your project will seek to address. 
Check all that apply. 

☐ Support for programme of ecosystem restoration 	
☐ Support for Scottish plan for INNS surveillance, prevention and control
☐ Support work to improve resilience and adaptation in coastal and marine systems in the
            face of climate change
☐ Support action on marine litter and plastics
☐ Support work to manage existing and emerging pressures on seabirds, marine mammals
     and elasmobranchs
☐ Support measures to protect and recover Scotland’s wild Atlantic salmon and migratory fish   
     Populations
☐ Support work to engage and strengthen the connection between people and communities 
     with nature

9. SMEEF links its funding to several relevant policy areas. Please select which of these policy areas your project would contribute toward.
Check all that apply. 

☐ Reduction of pressure on target habitat or species
☐ Improving resilience to/reducing impact of climate change
☐ Increasing public understanding of issues related to target habitat or species 
☐ Increasing collaboration regarding marine enhancement or protection
☐ Increasing knowledge/filling data gaps
☐ Undertaking direct enhancement/restoration

10. Please describe how your project will help to address the objectives and priority actions identified in the Scottish Seabirds Conservation Action Plan.
Max. 300 words
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11. What outcomes will you aim to achieve through the project? 
Please refer to the Taking Flight criteria as part of your response. Max. 300 words

	




12. What are the key activities and outputs that will be delivered? 
Your response should help us to understand how you will achieve the outcomes described above. Max. 200 words. 
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13. Who will be involved in the project? What will be their roles be? 
Please include details of any partners, contractors, consultants, or volunteers. Max. 200 words. 
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14. How will this project engage and benefit local communities, and what roles have they played in developing the project so far? 
Max. 200 words.

	




Section C: Delivering your project
15. Project Activities and Outputs
Provide details of the activities and outputs that the project will deliver. Please add additional lines as required.  

	
	Project Activity
	Outputs
	Who will deliver
	Timescale

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



16. How ready are you to make a start with the project activities?
Please tell us about any work already carried out to develop the project. Max. 200 words.

	




17. What risks are associated with your project and what steps will you take to prevent and manage these risks? 
Max. 200 words. 

	




18. How will you monitor and evaluate project delivery and success? 
Please include specific measures relating to the outcomes, outputs and activities described above. Max. 300 words. 

	




Section D: Projects costs 
Please provide details of your project costs using the Project Budget Template available on our website. The template provides space for you to tell us about the costs of delivering your project, the amount being requested from SMEEF, and who else you expect to contribute to supporting project. 

Please note that we cannot pay any VAT that you will be able to reclaim from HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC). These amounts should not be included in your request to SMEEF. Where you will not be able to reclaim VAT from HMRC, we can cover the costs of irrecoverable VAT and you may include these amounts in your request to SMEEF. 

19. Please confirm that you have completed a Project Budget template and will submit it alongside this Application Form? 

☐ I have completed and will submit a Project Budget template
	
20. How will the project be funded? If you will require funds in addition to those requested from SMEEF, please tell us about the status of funds and any relevant conditions.
Please include details of any other funding applications you plan to submit, or have already submitted, and when you expect funding to be confirmed. Max. 200 words. 
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21. Have you included any in-kind contributions in your Project Budget? 
If the answer is ‘yes’, complete question 22. If the answer is ‘no’, go straight to question 23.

☐ Yes		☐ No

22. If you answered yes to the previous question, please provide further details of the in-kind contributions to your project. 
Max. 200 words. 

	




Section E: About the project site (if applicable)
23. Is the project related to a specific site or location?
If the answer is ‘yes’, complete questions 24 - 26. If the answer is ‘no’, go straight to Section F. 

☐ Yes		☐ No

24. Provide details about the site(s)
Please share any information about the site(s) that can help us to locate and understand your project (e.g. boundary details, local authority areas(s), maps). You can submit photographs alongside your application where relevant. Max. 200 words.
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25. Who are the land and/or seabed owners that will be involved and what roles will they have in delivering the project?
Max. 200 words.

	




26. Please give details of all permissions required to implement the project activities, including the current status and estimated timescales for securing all outstanding permissions.
[bookmark: _Hlk208829107]Relevant permissions include those relating to designated sites, marine licences, and Environmental Impact Assessments. Further information on licensing and permissions is provided in the SMEEF Restoration Toolkit and on the NatureScot website. Max. 300 words.

	




Section F – Declaration
· I am the Applicant and I am applying for a grant under the terms of the Natural Heritage (Scotland) Act 1991.  I have the appropriate authority to submit this application.
· I confirm that the information I have given in this application is correct, to the best of my knowledge.
· [bookmark: _Hlk208829047]I have read and accept Scottish Natural Heritage (NatureScot) Standard Terms and Conditions of Funding 
· I have read and accept NatureScot’s Fair Work First – guidance for funding applicants

[bookmark: _Hlk208829053]NatureScot will collect and hold your contact details.  You should read our Funding Privacy Notice.

Applicant signature
We can only accept an electronic copy of your application. You can either:

· insert a scanned copy of your hand-written signature, or
· insert your name and submit the application from an email address that is identifiable as you/your organisation.  

Your signature:
	



Date:
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